


� e Travelling Cat Chronicles by Hiro Arikawa ($20). A moving tale, told in part by a plucky cat, 
of a � nal trip in a silver van through picturesque Japan. � e cat's owner is visiting old friends and as 
the journey's true purpose is subtly revealed, the bond between man, cat, and reader beautifully 
and unforge� ably deepens. ~Mike

Night Train: New and Selected Stories by � om Jones ($28). � is is a very badly behaved book. 
It's horny, kinda drunk, pilled up and looking for a � ght. But Jones' tall tales over� ow with the humor 
and idealism that marks him as a quintessentially American author. He brawls with topics from the 
Vietnam War to cancer in a fearless manner. � e boozy prose can leave the reader hungover, but 
his on-the-make, luckless characters are nearly impossible to drink away. ~Charles

Friday Black by Nana Kwame Adjei-Brenyah ($14.99). You are going to hear a lot about Adjei-
Brenyah, so why not get introduced to him now? � is short story collection is one of the year's 
most con� dent, funny and daring debuts, utilizing fantasy in the manner of George Saunders to 
examine the failings of contemporary America. From school shootings to the misery of McJobs, 
Adjei-Brenyah handles the ho� est of hot bu� on topics with a fearless sense of satire. ~Charles

Scribe by Alyson Hagy ($16). � is is the kind of book you can imagine yourself savoring curled up 
next to a warm � re while the wind whistles outside. A woman living alone in a land ravaged by war 
and disease strikes a bargain with a handsome stranger to write and deliver a le� er that he hopes 
will partially atone for his lawless, dissolute past. Scribe is a compact, hypnotically readable novel, 
seemingly culled from folklore and mysticism, that could serve as a model for how vital the element 
of story is to any work of � ction. ~Alden

Lethal White by Robert Galbraith ($29). 
My favorite of the series so far! A man 
comes into Cormoran Strike’s detective 
agency with a tale of child murder and a 
backyard burial 20 years earlier. � ough this witness is far from reliable, Strike can't get the case 
out of his head, even a� er being hired by another client, a minister of Parliament, to investigate 
blackmail. � e more he digs, the more political backstabbing he reveals and the more he is sure 
that the two cases are linked. ~Leah

An Elderly Lady Is Up to No Good by Helene Tursten ($12.99). I hope that I am as feisty, but 
perhaps not as murderous, as Maud when I am in my 80s! � is marvelous collection of dark yet 
hysterically funny short stories by the famed Swedish crime author are about a curmudgeonly 
senior and how she deals with the problems in her life. It is just what one needs to curl up with 
(along with a strong cup of tea) at bedtime. You will love it!  ~Tambra

� e Witch Elm by Tana French ($28). � e author at her very best! Her ability to draw you into a 
world is tremendous, yet seemingly e� ortless. � e writing never feels overdone and the story � ows 
from the page beautifully, with characters so fully formed that you are completely invested in their 
lives. � ey truly begin to feel like family and friends, so much so that when you realize there is a 
killer in their midst, the shock you feel is real. � is book is a treat waiting to be devoured.  ~Becky

O

Nonfiction Fiction� e Dinosaur Artist by Paige Williams ($28). � is de� ly wrought 
book almost de� es category. While it is a book of paleontology, this 
book reads like an old fashioned whodunnit. � row in international 
espionage, Mongolian history and a solid dose of pyschology and 
you've got a great read. If you liked Grann's Killers of the Flower Moon
this is for you. I love this book. ~Maeve

How to Be a Good Creature: A Memoir in � irteen Animals by 
Sy Montgomery, Rebecca Green (Illustrator) ($20). Whimsical illustra-
tions accompany this hear� elt collection of essays on understanding 
the world by way of the author’s connections with the animals she 
has known. I � nd myself returning to this collection o� en in quiet 
moments, seeing clearer how my interactions with animals in my 
own life have a� ected my perceptions. � e author shows us that 
there is truly a personality and a soul in all beings. A beautiful gi�  
for someone who loves and has been loved by animals. ~Tambra

American Dialogue by Joseph J. Ellis ($27.95). Our hallowed 
founders, including Washington and Je� erson, wore no halos. � ey 
struggled mightily with huge problems including inequality, racism, 
and militarism. Beset by contradictions and inconsistencies, they 
frequently failed to � nd solutions. Ellis molds their noble e� orts 
into a contemporary dialogue to aid our endless quest to form a 
more perfect union. ~Mike

Heirs of the Founders by H.W. Brands ($30). Henry Clay, Daniel 
Webster and John Calhoun dominated Congress from the War of 
1812 through the years before the Civil War. � ey were respec� ul but 
wary of each other: � ghting over international relations, the Federal 
Bank, annexation of Texas, and Indian policy, while each tried, and 
failed, to be elected president. By the end, their relationship frac-
tured, as did the country, when they failed to reconcile the ideal of 
a democratic republic with the peculiar institution of slavery. ~Mike

� e Game: Harvard, Yale, and America in 1968 by George 
Howe Colt ($28). Undefeated Harvard hosted undefeated Yale at 
the end of a year of political assassinations, race riots, escalation 
of war, and the election of Richard Nixon. What happened on the 
football � eld, in its glorious improbability, provided an a�  rmation 
of the value of sports as an outlet for tension and con� ict, and the 
bene� t of playing the game. ~Mike

Leadership: In Turbulent Times by Doris Kearns Goodwin ($30).

A fantastic combination of history, storytelling and the revelation 
of the very human travails of some of our nation's best leaders. � e 
book bounces between the lives of four presidents–Lincoln, the two 
Roosevelts, and Lyndon Johnson–to illustrate the leadership qualities 
they possessed and the paths that led them to the presidency. � ey 
all faced major obstacles, depression, and turbulent times, but were 
able to summon their best selves at crucial moments in our nation's 
history. Eminently readable and interesting. ~Chris M

� e Big Fella by Jane Leavy ($32.50) . Babe Ruth belted 714 Big 
League home runs, while his gargantuan personality and appetites 
captivated the media-drenched, baseball-crazed 1920s. Jane Leavy 

socks her own four-bagger by revealing the 
athlete whose � eld of play extended far beyond 
the diamond and the abandoned boy who 
became the Babe. ~Mike
     

� e Sisters of the Winter Wood by Rena Rossner 
($27). A beautifully wri� en book about the eternal 
struggle for equality and respect for others. � is 

novel brings in folklore, mysticism, and epic storytelling. It focuses on two 
sisters who, though very di� erent from each other, share the bond of true 
love and how their love brings everyone together. Drawing inspiration from 
Ukrainian history and mythology, and Rosse� i’s Goblin Market, Rossner has 
wri� en a gem. ~Becky

Vita Nostra by Marina and Sergey Dyachenko ($26.99).  A dark, compelling 
Russian fantasy with obvious comparisons to Harry Po� er and � e Magi-
cians except it takes its own gri� y approach to this territory. Sasha and 
her classmates are chosen, willing or not, to a� end the Institute of Special 
Technologies where failure has its own dire consequences for their friends 
and family. I found myself drawn in by the original magic system. Leave your 
wands and your reality at home! ~Ben

Once Upon a River by Diane Se� er� eld ($28 ). � ere is a tavern on the � ames that is known for 
its storytelling. People come from far and wide to tell, and be told, stories until one night a stranger 
staggers in with a child in his arms. � e child appears to be drowned, but is she? Who is this child 
and this stanger? � e stories that are told about this night will mesmerize and amaze you, and keep 
you turning the pages to � nd out more. ~Percy

Marilla of Green Gables by Sarah McCoy ($26.99). Step back into the world of Avonlea and 
Green Gables!  I was thrilled to my bones to learn the story of Marilla and her beautiful tapestry 
of love, loss, and regret. � e book completely captured my heart and Marilla emerged as a three 
dimensional character. I was transported right back to Prince Edward Island. A pitch perfect love 
le� er to Anne. ~Martha

Bi� er Orange by Claire Fuller ($25.95). � e author certainly proves her ability to charm and cap-
tivate readers, but this novel also scared me to death. You know as you wade in that something 
is terribly awry. � e lurking sensation emerges and retreats throughout, seemingly like a main 
character–ever present, but never solid. You just can't put your � nger on it until the end. I never 
anticipated such an ending. Whoa!! ~Nancy

Li� le by Edward Carey ($27). I cannot begin to say how much I loved this brilliant and creative re-
imagining of Anna Marie Grosholtz’s (known to all as Madame Tussaud) life. Carey’s soaring use of 
language draws the reader into the sometimes humorous, sometimes macabre, always interesting 
18th century France on the cusp of revolution. At times heartbreaking, at times upli� ing, the reader 
will not be able to put this book down, nor ever forget the extraordinary “Li� le” Marie or any of 
the other characters populating this novel. My favorite book of 2018. ~Tambra

A Well-Behaved Woman: A Novel of the Vanderbilts by � erese Anne Fowler ($27.99). � e 
story is based on the life of Alva Smith Vanderbilt. Alva is presented as a complicated � gure, both 
fearful of her family's lost fortune and her future, and rebellious against the rules of propriety. 
While it is � ction based on history, the lifestyle of the 1% of that time is like fantasy. � e realities 
of their extremely privileged lives had costs but it was all a marvel to read about. A well-wri� en, 
absorbing look at a distant time and social stratum. ~Heather

SciFi 

Mystery

Coming of Age: My Journey to the Eighties by Madeleine May Kunin ($21.95) 

Madeleine Kunin has led a fascinating life and she gives us the broad strokes of 
her many illustrious careers, including as Vermont’s four-term governor, in her new 
memoir.  From the untouched jacket portrait of her beautiful 85 year old self, to 

her eloquent, alternately humorous and movingly sad musings about transitioning 
into old age, this book re� ects an honesty and self acceptance of aging that is an 
inspiration.  A rich bonus are her beautifully descriptive poems that enhance her 
innermost thoughts. ~Barbara

Bibliophile Ceramic Vase: A Compendium of Flowers 
($29.95), � e Writer's Companion ($19.95), Collected 
Curiosities ($24.95). Select one, or give the trio - literary 
themed vases to � ll with fresh � owers or pens, rulers, quills, 
or curiosities. Illustrated and adorned with touches of gold 
by avowed bibliophile Jane Mount. 
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