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N E W H A R D C O V E R
American Emperor: 
Aaron Burr’s 
Challenge to 
Jefferson’s America by 
David O. Stewart ($30). 
In 1804 Vice-President 
Burr killed Alexander 
Hamilton, fled murder 
indictments from 

two states, socialized in Washington 
D.C. and presided over a Senate 
impeachment trial. A rather busy year - 
but for the fascinating Burr, things were 
just getting started. Incredible story 
delivered by a careful historian with 
smooth writing skills. –Bill Lewis 

The End: The 
Defiance and 
Destruction of 
Hitler’s Germany, 
1944-1945 by Ian 
Kershaw ($35). Adolf 
Hitler’s determination 
to fight on until hardly 
a tree was left standing 

in Europe is the focus of this harrowing 
account of the last ragged gasps of 
the Third Reich. Kershaw refrains 
from absolving the German people of 
responsibility with their collective pleas 
of “We didn’t know.” –Alden Graves

Quiet: The Power of 
Introverts in a World 
That Can’t Stop 
Talking by Susan Cain 
($26). A wonderfully 
important book 
which may help the 
human race survive 
and thrive. Clear and 

readable, combining emerging science, 
sociological perspective, deep empathy 
and intelligence. Cain has done a 
superb job of making us think and feel 
empowered to find our own comfort 
level for living. –Karen Frank

Pacific Crucible: 
War at Sea in the 
Pacific, 1941-1942 
by Ian W. Toll ($35). 
The tumultuous year 
following the Japanese 
attack on Pearl 
Harbor is chronicled 
in this meticulously 

researched book. Toll recounts the 
conflict from both the American and 
Japanese perspectives and presents 
a harrowing and hellish picture of 
warfare at sea. –Alden Graves 

The Sinner’s Grand 
Tour: A Journey 
Through the 
Historical Underbelly 
of Europe by Tony 
Perrottet ($15). The 
subtitle explains it - 
indulge your inner 
libertine and read  

this book! –Sarah Teunissen

Poison: An Illustrated 
History by Joel Levy 
($16.95). Poisons 
surround us and 
any substance can 
be lethal with the 
correct dosage. In this 
lovely book you will 
meet poisoners, their 

preferred methods and their victims. 
“Poison File” pages highlight specific 
poisons with symptoms, overviews 
and antidotes, if any. A joy! –Sarah 
Teunissen

The Balfour 
Declaration: The 
Origins of the Arab-
Israeli Conflict by 
Jonathan Schneer 
($17). Thoroughly 
researched, even 
handed and superbly 
written, this history 

explains the origins and importance 
of the document, signed during the 
tumult of World War I, that reshaped 
the Middle East for the next century. 
An important and fascinating look at 
the people involved and their politics 
and warring philosophies. 
–Louise Jones

N E W
P A P E R B A C K

USED BOOKS JUST IN!! 
See our great collection of used 
quilting books from $3.75-$15 
~ Enjoy!!  –Rita Lane

Richard M. Ketchum
1922-2012

Scholar & Friend
With a mixture of appreciation, admiration and sadness 
the staff of the Northshire Bookstore notes the passing of 
Richard M. Ketchum. For the entire thirty-six year history 
of the Northshire, Dick Ketchum’s many superlative history books about the 
American Revolutionary era have graced our shelves and at last count had 
sold well over 2,500 copies. His most recent titles, Saratoga and Victory at 
Yorktown, continue to appeal to readers who appreciate superb scholarship, 
elegant writing and masterful insight. To recommend Ketchum’s books has 
been (and continues to be) a pleasure. But Richard Ketchum was much more 
than an admired and respected historian. He was our valued customer, our 
familiar neighbor and our good friend. He will be missed throughout our 
community - but nowhere more than at the Northshire. –Bill Lewis

Northshire Women 
Read
The Tiger’s Wife: A Novel 
by Tea Obreht ($15 pb)

Dark Side  The Killer 
of Little Shepherds: A True 
Crime Story and the Birth of 
Forensic Science  
by Douglas Starr ($16 pb)

Cookbooks  Roast Figs 
Sugar Snow: Winter Food 
to Warm the Soul  by Diana 
Henry ($19.99 pb)

Mystery & Thriller
Hypothermia  by 
Arnaldur Indridason 
($15 pb)

History Titan: 
The Life of John D. 
Rockefeller, Sr. 
by Ron Chernow ($20 pb)

For Northshire Reading 
Group information, email Nancy 
Scheemaker at nscheemaker@
northshire.com



The House of Silk: 
A Sherlock Holmes 
Novel by Anthony 
Horowitz ($27.99). 
Holmes and Watson 
face unspeakable 
crimes in this novel 
that captures the style 

of Sir Arthur Conan Doyle so well 
that you will forget you aren’t reading 
the master himself. Dark, gripping 
and satisfying. –Sarah Teunissen
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The Flight of 
Gemma Hardy 
by Margot Livesey 
($26.99). Literature 
is full of orphans 
and atmosphere and 
Livesey makes great 
use of both in this 

absorbing story of a young woman in 
1960’s Scotland who strives to define 
her true self and find her path in a life 
fraught with peril. A great book for 
curling up and indulging in a bit of 
intelligent romance.  –Karen Frank
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Instruments of Darkness by Imogen Robertson ($15). This page-
turner set in 1780s Great Britain has plenty of twists, turns, 
murders and shady characters. The first in what is sure to be a 
nail-biting series. I loved this book! Look for the hardcover sequel 
in March. –Sarah Teunissen

Ten Thousand Saints by Eleanor Henderson 
($15.99). One of The New York Times favorite books 

of 2011 is one of mine, too. A wonderful story about a Vermont 
misfit who discovers an unlikely family in the underbelly  

of 1980s Manhattan. –Charles Bottomley 

Ratking by Michael 
Dibdin ($13.95 pb). 
The first Aurelio 
Zen mystery exposes 
the institutional 
corruption and 
violence endemic in 
Italian society. Zen, 
the rare honest cop, 

questions authority as he searches 
for the kidnappers who snatched 
a wealthy industrialist. A fine 
introduction to Dibdin.  
–Louise Jones

The Beekeeper’s 
Apprentice by 
Laurie King ($15 
pb). The inimitable 
Sherlock Holmes 
returns! King’s take 
on the history of 
Sherlock Holmes, 

this time with a fifteen-year-old girl 
as a partner, is witty, inventive and 
utterly enjoyable from start to finish. 
King deftly creates an underworld of 
villainy and a sleuthing duo worthy 
of Doyle himself. –Cheryl Cornwell

The Orphan 
Master’s Son by 
Adam Johnson ($26). 
How can a novel set 
in North Korea, one 
of the dreariest places 
on earth, be so good? 
Under the eye of 

Dear Leader Kim Jong-Il, a romance 
blooms whose unlikeliness boggles 
the mind even as its ultimate triumph 
moves the heart. –Charles Bottomley 
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Wuthering Heights 
by Emily Bronte 
(various $7-$16, pb). 
This Valentine’s 
Day, give Downton 
Abbey a rest and 
experience British 
passion at its 
wildest. True forces 

of nature, Heathcliff and Catherine  
are the lusty poster children for 
every bodice-ripper since. This 
Bronte sister knocks that wishy-
washy Jane Eyre into a chamber 
pot. –Charles Bottomley

All the King’s Men 
by Robert Penn 
Warren ($15). It 
takes a few pages to 
get used to Warren’s 
writing style, but 
once you do, you’ll 
realize that this novel 

was well deserving of the Pulitzer 
it won. Visceral and extremely well 
written. –Chris Morrow

The Northshire Bookstore 
Celebrates the 200th Birthday 

of Charles Dickens,  
 Born February 7, 1812

Our selection of works by and about 
Dickens will please every reader. 
See our large and comprehensive 
display of new and used paper and 
hardcover books by one of the 
world’s favorite authors, as well as 
the recent highly-praised biographies 
Charles Dickens: A Life by Claire 
Tomalin ($36 hc) and Charles 
Dickens by Michael Slater ($35 hc, 
$23 pb); Becoming Dickens: The 
Invention of a Novelist by Robert 
Douglas-Fairhurst ($29.95 hc); and 
Charles Dickens at Home 
by Hilary Macaskill ($40 hc). 

Our Used Book Department is 
offering an unusual 45-volume 
set: the Cruikshank edition of 42 
volumes of Dickens’ complete works 
- fiction, essays, travel and political 
writings - #198 of a limited edition 
of 500, published by Samuel E. 
Cassino, Boston; and 3 volumes 
of The Life of Charles Dickens by 
John Forster, published by Estes and 
Lauriat, Boston, #60 of a limited 
edition of 1000. Although this 
set was published in the late 19th 
century, the typeface is large and 
clear enough for easy reading. In 
very good condition, $475 for the 
entire set. 

                  HAPPY BIRTHDAY,
               CHARLES 
            DICKENS!


