
The Upright Piano 
Player by David 
Abbott ($21.95). A 
fantastic first novel 
brimming with 
tragedy, menace and 
love (lost, found and 
newly discovered) 

in the life of one lonely man. If 
you can imagine it, think of a 
combination of a Cezanne painting, 
Pulp Fiction and the work of Ian 
McEwan. –Stan Hynds
 

The Summer of the 
Bear by Bella Pollen 
($24). Quirky but 
believable family 
dynamics are at 
the heart of this 
absorbing story of 
intrigue primarily on 

an island in the Scottish Hebrides. 
The death of a British diplomat is 
investigated in Cold War Europe, 
while his young son struggles to 
understand his loss. –Karen Frank

Claire DeWitt 
and the City of the 
Dead by Sara Gran 
($24). A wonderful 
and delightful zany 
heroine solves 
a mystery in 
post Katrina 
New Orleans. 

Gran has an original and fresh 
voice. This plus an interesting 
plot and characters make for a 
highly entertaining read. I couldn’t 
put it down. –Sarah Knight

Vaclav & Lena by 
Haley Tanner ($25). 
Contemporary 
Russian immigrant 
life in Brooklyn, 
experienced by 
two youngsters. A 
love story that is 
charming, witty 

and poignant, but also cruel and 
disconcerting. As magical as Vaclav’s 
childhood dream of emulating 
Harry Houdini. –Louise Jones 

The Sisters Brothers 
by Patrick DeWitt 
($24.99). This is 
a wonderfully 
entertaining 
adventure story that 
is full of twists and 
turns. Compare it 

with Lonesome Dove and True Grit – 
with another pail of grit. I’m not the 
easiest guy to gush, but I loved every 
minute of it. –Alden Graves
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State of W

onder by 
Ann Patchett ($26.99). 
To read Ann Patchett 
at her best is to be 
transported by a style 
and language that 
som

ehow
 renders 

itself all but invisible 
in the service of the graceful unveiling 
of her tale. H

er new
 novel takes us to 

exotic Brazilian locales but rem
arkably, 

despite the striking jungle setting, it is 
the internal story and characters that 
ultim

ately transport us. –Jon Fine
A provocative and enthralling novel 
that sets m

odern pharm
acology against 

folk science at a research station in the 
Am

azon jungle, forcing us to question 
our definitions of loyalty, love and 
honesty. Patchett’s m

ost accom
plished 

so far, and that’s saying a lot. 
–Louise Jones

Year of Wonders by 
Geraldine Brooks 
($15pb). Brooks’ first 
novel is about the 
devastation caused 
by plague in a 
small 17th century 
English village. As 

the scourge begins to take its toll, 
the inhabitants are faced with a 
wrenching choice: flee or remain 
isolated. Harrowing, unflinching 
and inspiring. –Alden Graves

Death of a Writer 
by Michael Collins 
($14.95pb). Murder, 
academic foolery 
and a spoof of the 
publishing world 
combine in a literary 
mystery that blends 

complex characters and a puzzling 
plot. – Louise Jones 

Plainsong by Kent 
Haruf ($15pb). A 
moving, beautifully 
written evocation of 
life in a small town 
on the high plains of 
Colorado told
with spare language, 

yet with great feeling. Haruf com-
bines a richly realized cast of charac-
ters in a masterly novel, its quietude 
belying a depth of feeling and 
understanding of human relation-
ships. –Louise Jones

JUNE SCHEDULE 
NORTHSHIRE  

READING GROUPS... 
Northshire WOMEN READ 
JUNE 6  The Forgotten Garden 
by Kate Morton  ($15 pb)

MYSTERY & 
THRILLER JUNE 16  
Body of Lies by David 

Ignatius ($13.95 pb) 

HISTORY  
JUNE 21 Titan: The Life of 
John D.  Rockefeller, Sr. by 
Ron Chernow  ($18.95 pb) 

DARK SIDE 
JUNE 22 

The Devil’s Rooming House: 
The True Story of America’s 
Deadliest Female Serial Killer 
by M. William Phelps ($14.95 pb)

Book discussion & hiking at 
the Equinox Preserve.

NEW FOR  AGES 9-12!

FA V O R I T E     T H I N G S

O  L  D  FA V O R I T E S

Northshire 
Summer  
Reading  
Adventures The first book, My Side of the Mountain by 

Jean Craighead George ($6.99 pb) is for the 
June 21st adventure. PRE-REGISTRATION REQUIRED. 
INFO: email nscheemaker@northshire.com

Nitrile Coating Gardening Gloves 
with Breathable Nylon Liner 
(S, M, L $7.99).
These very 
comfortable gloves 
are so flexible 
you can even 
sort small seeds 
while wearing 
them. Machine 
washable.  
–Louise Jones
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Tangled Webs: 
How False 
Statements Are 
Undermining 
America by 
James B. Stewart 
($29.95). Four 
prominent people 
with an arrogant 
disdain for telling 

the truth and a child’s faith that they 
won’t get caught: Martha Stewart, 
Barry Bonds, Bernard Madoff and 
“Scooter” Libby. A fascinating read 
about a facet of contemporary life 
that is all too common in America. 
– Alden Graves

To End All Wars: 
A Story of Loyalty 
and Rebellion, 
1914-1918 by 
Adam Hochschild 
($28). Occasionally 
a book is so 
stirring that readers 
simultaneously 

want to savor and go slowly, yet feel 
irresistibly compelled to read it in 
a single sitting. This is that kind of 
book. The subject matter demands 
permanent engagement. Highest 
Recommendation –Bill Lewis.

Feathers: The 
Evolution of a 
Natural Miracle 
by Thor Hanson 
($25.99). Hanson, 
a conservation 
biologist, traces the 
development of birds 

and their feathers 
– why, when and how - taking us 
from research paleontology labs to a 
shop in Las Vegas that dyes feathers 
by hand for costumes. Fascinating, 
informative, entertaining and highly 
readable. –Louise Jones 

Incognito: The 
Secret Lives of the 
Brain by David 
Eagleman ($26.95). 
Absorbing and 
accessible, this is a 
great explanation 
of the latest 
advances in the 

field of brain/mind issues. Eagleman 
uses the phrase “team of rivals” to 
describe what researchers think is 
going on! It’s comforting to know 
there are still way more questions 
than answers. –Karen Frank

The Crimean 
War: A History 
by Orlando Figes 
($35). It seems 
astonishing that 
this terrible 
war is nearly 
forgotten except 
for the Charge 

of the Light Brigade and Florence 
Nightingale. 750,000 killed in 3 
years and the causes read like today’s 
headlines. A superb historian doing 
superb work. –Bill Lewis

NON F I C T ION
NORTHSHIRE  
BOOKSTORE
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A Reforming 
People: 
Puritanism 
and the 
Transformation 
of Public Life in 
New England by 
David D. Hall 
($29.95). Reform 

was in the air during the 1600s in 
Old and New England. No, the 
Puritans were not paragons of liberty 
and tolerance but they were way 
ahead of their former countrymen. 
A leading scholar elegantly puts 
things in perspective. –Bill Lewis 

Farewell My Subaru 
by Doug Fine ($15pb). 
With no farming 
experience, Fine moves 
to a New Mexico 
ranch to go off grid. A 
few solar panels and a 
veggie oil-run monster 
truck later, he is on his 

way. I picked it up because it looked 
like fun – and it is!   –Krysta Piccoli

C Street: The 
Fundamentalist 
Threat to American 
Democracy by Jeff 
Sharlet ($15.99). 
Sharlet returns to 
the now infamous 
townhouse in 
Washington 

where men convinced they have 
been chosen by God gather to 
cover their behaviour. Seldom has 
megalomania been approached so 
sanctimoniously, but the scary part 
is that these guys are serious.  
– Alden Graves  
 

Half a Life: A 
Memoir by Darin 
Strauss ($13). At 
age 18 the author 
killed a girl in 
an unavoidable 
accident. Here he 
relates how he dealt 
with the trauma 

and guilt and the profound effect 
it had on every waking moment, 
relationship and decision the rest 
of his life. Most powerful and 
unforgettable. –Liz Barnum

33 Revolutions 
Per Minute by 
Dorian Lynskey 
($19.99). From 
Billie Holiday 
to MIA, from 
lynching to 
globalization - a 
stirring celebration 

of the protest song that is both hip 
history lesson and a mixtape that 
could change the world. –Charles 
Bottomley

Jack the Ripper 
and the Case 
for Scotland 
Yard’s Prime 
Suspect by Robert 
House ($19.95). 
A thoughtful, 
cautious, thorough 
examination 

of the opinion of many highly-
placed Scotland Yard officials that 
the “Ripper” murderer was Aaron 
Kozminski, a 23 year-old Polish 
immigrant. A convincing case that 
the police found their killer and 
were forced by circumstance to keep 
his identity quiet. –Alden Graves

great cookbooks 
in our newly expanded  

USE D B O O K 
S E C T I O N

J U S T 
ARRIVED! 

802.362.2200   4869 Main St.  
Manchester Center, VT 05255
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