
How Music Works 
by John Powell 
($24.99). This is an 
extremely droll and 
amazingly informa-
tive study of music 
and music theory 
meant for every-

one. Even musicians will learn the 
scientific and historical reasons for 
some of “the fiddly details” and get 
a chuckle from this physicist/com-
poser’s turn of phrase.  
–Karen Frank

The Hard Way 
Around: The Pas-
sages of Joshua 
Slocum by Geof-
frey Wolff ($25.95). 
If you thought 
that the only thing 
Slocum did was 
sail alone around 

the world, you’ll be surprised and 
delighted by this rousing account of 
the captain’s eventful and adventur-
ous life and times. –Louise Jones 

Tears of a Clown: 
Glenn Beck and 
the Tea Bagging of 
America by Dana 
Milbank ($24.95). 
A candid look - 
neither strident 
nor spiteful - at 

the shameless television and radio 
performer who has parlayed his 
very lucrative schtick into a cottage 
industry. The chief emotion after 
reading it is disgust that so many 
people are so royally conned by  
this guy. –Alden Graves 

The Man With a 
Blue Scarf by Mar-
tin Gayford ($40). A 
wonderful account of 
what happens when 
you sit for Lucien 
Freud, one of the 
great portrait paint-

ers. The lively dialogue is a fresh 
take on art, artists and understand-
ing. –Charles Bottomley.

Eels: An Explora-
tion, from New Zea-
land to the Sargasso, 
of the World’s Most 
Mysterious Fish by 
James Prosek ($25.99). 
I came away from 
this fascinating, well-

documented book with a newfound 
respect for this unique fish - an odd 
animal that is treated with disgust 
in the western world, revered in the 
Pacific Rim and a multibillion-dollar 
business in Asia. –Erik Barnum 

The Civil War of 
1812: American 
Citizens, British 
Subjects, Irish Reb-
els, & Indian Allies 
by Alan Taylor ($35). 
Fascinating, revela-
tory and unusual 

study of a war that remains very 
poorly understood. A front rank 
scholar at the top of his game gives 
readers a fresh perspective on the 
struggle for control of North  
America. –Bill Lewis

Cleopatra by Stacy 
Schiff ($29.99). A 
painstaking re-
construction of a 
life clouded by the 
centuries and by 
Hollywood myth, 
evoking one of the 
most momentous 

and culturally rich eras in history. 
An ambitious and fascinating biog-
raphy that puts a human face upon 
the most influential woman of her 
age. –Alden Graves

The Last Boy: 
Mickey Mantle and 
the End of Ameri-
can Childhood by 
Jane Leavy ($27.99).
Deep research and 
sensitive writing 
combine in an hon-

est, rather sad and yet relentlessly 
fascinating biography of this iconic 
American. And a provocative answer 
to the 50 year-old question: who 
was better? Highest Recommenda-
tion. –Bill Lewis
 

Ratification: The 
People Debate 
the Constitution, 
1787-1788 by 
Pauline Maier ($30). 
Unprecedented 
study of the many 
stories that occurred 
after the delegates 

finished in Philadelphia. Fear was 
everywhere, debates were ferocious 
and the outcome was not (and never 
has been) certain. A masterpiece 
from a superb scholar and elegant 
writer. –Bill Lewis 
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G
reat H

ouse by 
N

icole K
rauss  ($24.95). 

Th
is is a superb and 

haunting story of 
loss and connection. 
Th

e centerpiece is 
an antique desk that 
m

ay (or m
ay not) 

have belonged to a fam
ous w

riter. Th
e 

characters and their situations are etched 
w

ith a razor and bound and intertw
ined 

w
ith m

em
ory and anguish. 

–K
aren Frank

A beautifully w
ritten novel of four 

dream
-like stories that connects a group 

of characters w
ho touch obliquely. Th

e 
reader is at first bew

ildered, perhaps, by 
the serpentine relationships, but K

rauss 
pulls the strands together, although 
every question is not solved – just like 
real life. – Louise Jones 

 g i f t 
i d e a s !

New Biographical Dictionary 
of Film by David Thomson ($40). 
Packed with provocations and 
trivia, this is the essential film 
reference book - as smart and ram-
bunctious as a great Coen Brothers 
comedy. –Charles Bottomley

Bark: An Intimate Look at the 
World’s Trees by Cedric Pol-
let ($45). Photographer Pollet 
circled the world seeking the most 
beautiful tree barks. His pictures 
transform a nature guide into an 
astounding work of art.  
–Louise Jones



Abundance: A 
Novel of Marie 
Antoinette by 
Sena Jeter Naslund 
($15.95pb). Marie 
Antoinette tells 
her story, from her 
marriage at the age 
of 14 to the young 

Dauphin Louis to their deaths at the 
guillotine years later. Well researched 
and well written with a bit of 
humanity to the Queen who has 
long been portrayed as shallow  
and selfish. –Liz Barnum

The Russian 
Concubine by 
Kate Furnivall 
($15pb). Set in 1928 
China, Furnivale’s 
novel of the love 
affair between 
sixteen year-old 
Lydia Ivanova, a 

White Russian refugee, and a young 
Chinese Communist brings alive 
the smells and tastes, the filth and 
lice - and entertains with the intrigue 
and adventures of a spunky heroine. 
–Sarah Knight

The Last Colony 
by John Scalzi 
($7.99pb). A classic 
science fiction 
adventure that 
completes the 
story of John Perry, 
the hero from 
Old Man’s War (a 

Hugo award finalist), who comes 
out of retirement to administrate a 
brand new colony on a planet where 
politics and war are the game of the 
day. –Ben Parker

The Little 
Drummer Girl 
by John LeCarre 
($17pb). As good an 
espionage novel as 
you can find and 
current as when it 
was first published 
in 1983. In this 

tale of trust and betrayal, an out-of-
work actress is hired by the Israelis to 
set up a Palestinian terrorist.  
–Sarah Knight

Astrid & Veronika by Linda 
Olsson ($14). Poetically captures 
the tranquility of the Swedish 
countryside. A lovely, engaging 
story of two women from different 
generations, living in isolation, 
nursing ancient love-wounds. How 
they intersect, revealing themselves 
carefully to each other and the 
reader, is the magic of it.  
–Heather Bellanca

Our Tragic Universe 
by Scarlett Thomas 
($19.95). Meg 
struggles to write a 
book, but maybe the 
book is writing her. 
Thomas’ beguiling 
novel is for dog-
lovers, knitters and 

any sucker for a well-spun story.  
–Charles Bottomley

Father of the Rain 
by Lily King ($24). 
An amazing novel 
that articulates in 
sharp sweet dialogue 
a complicated 
father/daughter 
relationship. The 
story is full of pain, 

humor, love and drama. Great read! 
–Karen Frank
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Blacklands by 
Belinda Bauer ($23). 
A young boy and a 
serial killer match 
wits in this Golden 
Dagger winner. 
Imagine Silence 
of the Lambs if it 

were written by Patricia Highsmith. 
Creepy! –Charles Bottomley

Our Kind of 
Traitor by John 
LeCarre ($27.95). 
On vacation in 
Antigua, a young 
British couple is 
approached by 
a major Russian 
mobster who 

wants to defect. Classic LeCarre 
with secret service shenanigans, 
colorful characters and betrayals. An 
entertaining read. –Sarah Knight

N e w p a p e r B a c k
He is Legend: An Anthology Celebrating Richard Matheson, 
edited by Christopher Conlon ($15.99). Matheson was a brilliant 
writer of science fiction and horror short stories - I Am Legend, 
Somewhere in Time, Duel among others. This collection includes 
sometimes sequels or prequels to Matheson’s works, with the very 
first collaboration between Stephen King and his son, Joe Hill.  
–Erik Barnum

Too Much Happiness by Alice Munro ($15). 
These stories are like smooth fast running rivers on the surface, 
hiding a deep turbulence in each story. Each cool and intelligent 
voice lures me deep into the tale, but never fails to deal a swift 
jerk and embed a hook deep and permanent. –Karen Frank

Fever of the Bone by Val McDermid ($14.99). 
This compelling crime novel is another bravura 
performance from McDermid. Profiler Tony Hill and Detective 
Chief Inspector Carol Jordan are forced to work on separate 
cases until Hill sees similarities. The stunning conclusion solves 
the crimes and forecasts complex changes in the Jordan/Hill 
relationship. –Louise Jones 
 
Remarkable Creatures by Tracy Chevalier ($15). 

Very fine historical fiction with one of my favorite themes–
scientific curiosity in the face of insurmountable odds. This 
novel is written in a very 19th century style (I mean that as a 
compliment) about a young woman’s obsession with fossils she 
finds on the Lyme Regis beach and the impossibility of being 
taken seriously. –Karen Frank

In a Strange Room by Damon Galgut ($15). 
Three journeys bring a young Afrikaner face- 
to-face with big questions of life and death.  
A mesmerizing coming-of-age novel for the  
reader with itchy feet. –Charles Bottomley
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