
What Is Left The 
Daughter ($25) by 
Howard Norman. 
This is a dark, 
sumptuous novel 
set in western 
Nova Scotia 
before, during and 
after WWII. The 

uniquely Canadian perspective on 
the war combines with complex, 
finely drawn characters and a 
narrative rich with atmosphere 
to enthrall any reader. Great 
storytelling. –Karen Frank

The Invisible 
Bridge ($26.95) 
by Julie Orringer. 
A beautiful, 
heartbreaking epic, 
this novel pulls you 
into a story of hope 
and tragedy that 
makes you fall in 

love with the characters and remain 
riveted from page to page.  
–Kate Jensen

From Away 
($25.95) by David 
Carkeet. Denny 
Braintree, writer 
for a model railroad 
magazine, stranded 
in Montpelier 
in a snowstorm, 
is mistaken for 

missing local Homer Dumpling. 
Denny soon becomes the prime 
suspect in a murder, first as Homer, 
whose identity he’s assumed, then as 
Denny. Clever, very funny. 

Truth ($26) by 
Peter Temple. This 
novel by prolific 
Australian Temple 
recently won his 
country’s most 
prestigious literary 
prize. Melbourne 

cop Stephen Villani must solve 
several murders that seem to walk 
the fine lines separating politics, the 
police and corruption.

City of Fear ($26) 
by David Hewson.  
Italian police 
detective Nic Costa 
and his squad 
are threatened 
personally and 
professionally when 
they discover a 

possible terrorist attack during a G8 
conference in Rome. Eighth in an 
excellent series featuring well-drawn 
characters, fast pacing and complex 
plots with historical relevance.  
–Louise Jones

A Visit from the 
Goon Squad 
($25.95) by Jennifer 
Egan. A wild 
cast of rock stars 
and dropouts are 
looking for second 
chances, but Time 
has a funny way of 

delivering the unexpected. A witty 
and thoughtful offering from one  
of our hippest young writers.  
–Charles Bottomley

Faithful Place 
($25.95) by Tana 
French. Frank 
Mackey, head of 
Dublin’s police 
undercover 
unit, returns 
to his boyhood 

neighborhood to investigate the long 
ago disappearance of his teenage 
girlfriend when new evidence 
appears. Honest,  suspenseful who-
done-it with interesting characters. 
–Sarah Knight
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Th
e N

obodies 
Album

 ($25.95) by 
C

arolyn Parkhurst.  
As w

ith one of her 
previous novels, Th

e 
D

ogs of Babel, I cam
e 

to this book w
ith 

trepidation. N
ow

 I 
know

 that I should 
learn to trust C

arolyn Parkhurst’s 
talent as a storyteller. W

hat appears 
to be a gim

m
icky and contrived novel 

is, in reality, a com
pelling read about 

a successful w
riter, O

ctavia Frost, 
w

ho decides to revise and republish 
her novels just as her estranged son 
is arrested for m

urder. Parkhurst is 
fearless, taking chances that other 
w

riters w
ould not, and succeeding 

through the sheer audacity and pow
er 

of her w
ords. –Erik C

. Barnum
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Mr. Emerson’s Wife 
($14.95 pb) by Amy Belding 
Brown. A poignant, expertly 
rendered tale of Lydian 
Jackson Emerson, wife of 
Ralph Waldo, and the great 
intellectual and emotional 
fever that infected both men 
and women of the nineteenth 
century. Absolutely stunning 
historical fiction.  
–Karen Frank 

Her Fearful Symmetry 
($15) by Audrey Niffenegger. 
Everything you love about 
Victorian ghost stories 
written for the 21st century. 
Memorable characters and 
beautiful prose grace the 
pages of this enthralling 
story. A truly original take 
on the classic themes of love and identity.   
–Cheryl Cornwall

The Long Ships ($17.95) by 
Frans Gunnar Bengtsson, 
introduction by Michael 
Chabon. At last, this classic 
swashbuckling adventure 
novel, first published in 
1954, is back. It follows 
tenth century Viking, Orm 

Tostesson, from youth to old age, on 
expeditions to England, Spain and Russia, 
with historical accuracy and sly humor.

Border Songs ($15 pb) by Jim 
Lynch. Lynch understands and 
communicates the shimmering 
mind and heart of someone who 
has special perceptions. Here, 
the character of Brandon shines 
through the complex plot and 
intricate relationships of this truly 
wonderful, thoughtful novel.  
–Karen Frank

Ask the Dust 
($13.99 pb) by John 
Fante. Palm trees! 
Earthquakes! True 
Love! Fruit stands! 
Pound the L.A. 
pavement with 
Fante’s arrogant, 

soulful alter-ego in this rich, 
off-centered novel. The perfect 
summer read for those who like 
their fiction rough around the 
edges. –Emelia Burditt

–Louise Jones
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Brilliant: The 
Evolution of 
Artificial Light 
($25) by Jane Brox. 
From the very first 
known human-
made lamp in the 
Lascaux Caves to 
the present debate 

between LEDs and CFLs. The 
most fascinating part is seeing how 
advances in lighting and electricity 
have shaped the culture of mankind 
from the start.   –Krysta Piccoli

Betsy Ross and 
the Making of 
America ($30) by 
Marla C. Miller. 
A trifecta of 
excellence: brilliant 
story of a long, 
eventful life that 
historians thought 

could not be recovered; vibrant 
portrait of Philadelphia in transition 
from the colonial period through 
war into the early republican era; 
classic study of an extended family 
that made and remembered history. 
–Bill Lewis

Blind Descent: The 
Quest to Discover 
the Deepest Place 
in Earth ($26) by 
James Tabor. If 
you enjoy books 
about adventure, 
endurance and 
discovery, this is 

for you. Tabor tells the thrilling 
and painful true stories of two men 
searching for the deepest cave on 
earth, chronicling the extremes 
people will go to discover new 
depths. –Kate Jensen

Tocqueville’s 
Discovery of 
America ($27) by 
Leo Damrosch. 
Commencement 
speakers, teachers 
and politicians 
love to reference 
Tocqueville, but 
many of us actually 

know little about who he was or 
what he did. Damrosch to the rescue 
with a concise yet complete study. 
Excellent writing, very engaging and 
extraordinarily incisive. –Bill Lewis
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The Woman Who 
Fell from the Sky: 
My Year of Making 
News in Yemen, 
in the Oldest City 
on Earth ($26) 
by Jennifer Steil. 
After a brief job 
teaching journalism 

at a newspaper in Sana’a, Yemen, 
Manhattan journalist Steil returned 
as editor-in-chief. Her adjustment 
to this strict Arab country reveals 
a complex culture and people little 
understood by Americans.  
A fascinating book.  
–Louise Jones   

Lost Voices from 
the Titanic: The 
Difinitive Oral 
History ($28) by 
Nick Barratt.  
The world has 
been deluged with 
enough accounts 
of the Titanic 

tragedy to sink the ship without 
help from an iceberg. This book, 
however, is a particularly revealing 
one, incorporating many first-hand 
accounts by survivors into the story 
of the doomed ocean liner.  
–Alden Graves

Wounded Knee: 
Party Politics 
and the Road 
to an American 
Massacre ($28.95) 
by Heather Cox 
Richardson. An 
ugly, iconic event 
in American 

history with the usual roster of 
villains, fools and self-righteous 
experts. What is surprising is the 
extent to which this tragedy resulted 
from partisan political warfare 
back east. A superb study of what 
happened and why. –Bill Lewis

The Bolter ($15.95) by Frances Osborne. Lady Idina Sackville 
was an amoral free spirit and leading lady in the “Happy Valley” 
set of fast-living British who lived in Kenya between the wars. 
Osborne, a great-granddaughter, skillfully uses family letters, 
photos and interviews to bring this adventurous, five-time 
married woman and her era to life. –Louise Jones

Moscow 1812: Napoleon’s Fatal March ($16.99 pb) by Adam 
Zamoyski. The best military history writing never forgets that 
even colossal campaigns are collective stories of individual 
people in extraordinary situations. This superb example is 
nearly impossible to put down. –Bill Lewis

Family Plot ($19.98). 
Alfred Hitchcock’s 
final film is a 
devilishly clever story 
involving mistaken 
identities, misleading 
tombstones, a 
phony fortune teller, 

kidnapping and, of course, murder. 
Much closer in spirit to The Trouble 
With Harry than Psycho, this is 
Hitch at his impish best. 

Shutter Island 
($29.98). Martin 
Scorsese’s adaptation 
of Dennis Lehane’s 
novel is a thought-
provoking character 
study that refuses to 
provide audiences 

with pat answers to the questions it 
raises. Leonardo DeCaprio gives a 
superlative performance as a federal 
marshal assigned to locate a mental 
patient who has vanished from a 
maximum security institution on an 
island in Boston Harbor. Disturbing 
and suspenseful. 

The African 
Queen ($26.98). 
The legendary 
movie about the 
lady missionary 
and the crusty 
sailor and their 
perilous journey 

down a jungle river to escape from 
the German occupation force. 
The source of Humphrey Bogart’s 
Oscar and one of the most fondly 
remembered films of all-time. 
Katharine Hepburn offers one of her 
most deeply felt (and least abrasive) 
performances. John Huston directed 
from a script by James Agee.
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